	Act III
	

	Scene i.
	· Macbeth tells the murderers that Banquo oppressed them

· Tries to cover up his own motives first—implies that the murderers have personal reasons to kill Banquo

· Lines 92-108: compares the murderers to dogs of good breeding: they will do this thing if they are truly the best at what they are—also a double insult, since they are murderers

· Line 116: Macbeth reveals the real reasons he cannot allow Banquo to live: he himself has had quarrel with him: he would kill Banquo himself, but Banquo has followers who would not like that and retaliate
· Line 128-139: Macbeth compliments the men one last time: Your spirits shine through”



	Scene ii
	Lady Macbeth : Nought’s had, all’s spent, Where our desire is got without content: Tis safer to be that which we destroy Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy” (by worrying about a thing, you make yourself worse off than the person to whom you did the thing.)
Lines 28-29:  sleek o’er you rugged looks: she knows Macbeth must pretend the part of the king even if he does not feel it

Macbeth: We have scorched the snake, not killed it:  Ambition to seek the throne resides not only in Macbeth. He believes Banquo, and other noblemen, are true threats to his new kingship (“scorpions is my mind”)

Lines 39-43: Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth of his plot to murder Banquo and Fleance



	iii
	Murder of Banquo: the three murders wait in ambush: treachery abounds
Banquo dies while Fleance lives

	iv
	Dinner with the Lords: Lady Macbeth is cool and collected the entire dinner: she knows the importance of completing the charade; 
Murderers: tell of Banquo’s murder and Fleance’s escape; admit to cutting his throat, but plainly tell Macbeth that he is the responsible party in the endeavor
Macbeth: “blood on your face” suggests that Macbeth still is trying to pass the responsibility of murder onto the murderers themselves (guilt?)
· At the banquet: Banquo’s ghost enters—symbolic of guilt; also foreshadows Macbeth’s death

· Macbeth is the only one who sees the ghost: “The table’s full…Thous canst not say I did it.  Never shake Thy gory locks at me”

· Lady Macbeth says that Macbeth is just crazy, and has been that way since a child

· When the ghost returns in line89, Macbeth becomes hysterical—guilt
· Lennox and Ross  remark at the peculiarity of Macbeth’s behavior (suspicion growing)



	v
	Witches: call upon Hecate—in this play the equivalent of evil
Hecate: claims that Macbeth has done evil for his own gain, and not the sake of Hecate, or just simple evil;  This is how he differs from the witches; this is his undoing

	vi
	Lennox: while he claims that Malcolm and Donalbain killed their father (Duncan) and that Fleance his father (Banquo) he still remarks that both had Macbeth’s allegiance in common—Macbeth beheld both men dearly.
Suspicion growing: Lennox prays that Macduff return to the land ruled “under a hand accursed”


